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STEELE COUNTY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 
Steele County Administration Center – 630 Florence - Owatonna, MN 55060 

Steele County’s Mission: 
Driven to deliver quality services in a respectful and fiscally responsible way. 

 
Monday, July 1st, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. – Steele County Boardroom 

 
Call to Order:   
The meeting was called to order by chair Esplan at 7 pm. Present were Esplan, Lammers, Dinse, 
Ingvaldson, Queen, Pool, and staff member Oolman. 
 
Agenda: 
Motion by  Lammers, second by Queen to approve the agenda with the addition of the review of 
May and June Building permits.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes: 
Motion by Dinse second by Pool to approve the May 6th, 2024, minutes as submitted.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Building Permits: 
The building permits for May and June were reviewed.  
 
County Board Action 
Oolman reported the County Board approved CUP #437 (Oeltjenbruns-Solar Sales and Equipment 
Repair), CUP #438 (Terpstra- Marine and Powersport Repair), Renewal of CUP #214 (Medford 
Sand & Gravel North Pit) and IUP 2024-01 (EESolar33-Busho Site) as recommended by the 
planning commission.  
 
Rezone #85 (Wilkie- Hope Property) 
This request is from Randall Wilkie to rezone the following property from General Business to 
Residential.  Lot 9 and the North 69 feet of Lot 11 in the NW ¼, of the NE ¼, Section 30, 
Somerset Township.  The property address is 9087 37th Ave. SW. 
 
The public hearing was opened. 
Dale Wilker, neighboring property owner did not oppose the rezoning request but did have a 
question on the legal description.   
Oolman explained he used the legal description of the property that was recorded.  
 
As there were no further questions or comments, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Motion by Lammers, second by Ingvalson to recommend approval of Rezone request #85 for 
Randall Wilkie.   Motion passed unanimously. 
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CUP #251 (Routh Pit)  
This request is from Jesse Routh to renew CUP #251 allowing JK Routh Contracting to mine sand 
and gravel and stockpile and process recyclable aggregate material in the NW ¼ of the NW ¼, 
Section 13, Berlin Township.  
 
The public hearing was opened. 
As there were no questions or comments, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Motion by Queen, second by Dinse to recommend approval of CUP #251 with the following 
conditions: (Strikethrough is deleted, underlined is added.)  

 
1. Mining is limited to a bottom depth of 1154 feet. (approximately 40 feet deep) 
2. All accesses shall be gated. Truck traffic shall be restricted to the north access and a stop 

sign shall be placed on the access road as it enters onto County Road 14. 
3. Signs warning of trucks hauling shall be placed when and as required by Steele County 

Highway Department. 
4. Hours of operation shall be between 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday thru Saturday. 
5. The applicant shall be responsible to maintain dust control on the access road, and in the pit. 
6. A setback of 75 feet shall be maintained on the north property line. Any erosion to 

neighboring properties as a result of this mine shall be corrected by the applicant. 
7. A twenty feet buffer of undisturbed soil shall be maintained along JD #2 Right-of- Way. 

Any erosion should be corrected immediately. 
8. A twenty feet buffer of undisturbed soil and the existing berm shall be maintained 

along the County Highway ROW. 
9. Stockpiles of aggregate material and equipment shall not be located in a manner that 

may impede water flow during a flood event. 
10. No hazardous material may be stored in the floodplain areas. 
11. To prevent erosion and minimize visual impacts, interim closure (e.g., stabilized slopes 

and vegetation) shall occur on excavation exposures and soil storage areas inactive for 
greater than 18 months. 

12. Final reclamation shall be completed in phases that have been inactive for greater than 
five years. Final reclamation shall include grading slopes to a 4:1 slope or greater, replacing 
topsoil, and vegetating exposed areas not used for cropland or reclaimed to open water. 

13. Applicant is responsible to obtain all other federal, state, and local permits and regulations 
including but not limited to NPDES permits, DNR Water Appropriation Permits, and 
Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act regulations. 

14. Applicant is responsible to initiate renewal proceeding on or before January 1st, 2018 
2028 or this permit becomes invalid. 

15. This permit remains valid during times when the owner/operator is current on all tax 
obligations owed to Steele County. If notified by the Auditor of a delinquency, the 
owner/operator is required to pay the tax or file an appropriate challenge within 30 days, 
or the permit is null and void. 

 
Motion passed unanimously. 
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IUP #2010-01 (Arndt- Zuphal Pit)) 
This request is from Dave Arndt to renew IUP #2010-01 allowing the mining of sand and gravel 
and the stockpiling and processing of recyclable aggregate material on property located in the NE ¼, 
of the SE ¼, Section 3, Havana Township.   
 
The public hearing was opened. 
As there were no comments, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Motion by Dinse, second by Pool to recommend approval of IUP #2010-01 with the following 
conditions: (Strikethrough is deleted, underlined is added.) 
 
1. All mining and stockpiling activities are limited to the areas identified in the application and 

marked onsite. 
2. Mining is limited to a bottom elevation of 1210 feet. (Approximately 10 to 40 feet deep) 
3. Before trucking of material to or from the pit can commence a signed agreement between 

Havana Township and Dave Arndt shall be submitted to the county regarding the maintenance 
of NE 72nd Ave. This agreement shall be reviewed after one year and shall include: 
■ An agreed-to maintenance schedule. 
■ Type or standard of aggregate to be used in the maintenance of NE 72nd Ave. if aggregate is 

needed. 
■ Location and width of any agreed-to vehicle passing turn-out areas. 

4. Before trucking of material to or from the pit can commence, NE 72nd Ave. shall be widened at 
the intersection of County Road 135 to meet the standards of the Steele County Highway 
Depa1tment. A permit to work in the road right-of-way shall be obtained from the Highway 
depa1tment and all requirements of the permit followed. 

5. The access road onto NE 72nd Ave. shall be gated with the gate installed so that it does not 
swing into the road right-of-way. 

6. When more than 5 trucks per day enter the pit, signage warning of truck traffic shall be located 
along County Road #135. The size and placement of these signs shall be at the direction of the 
Steele County Highway Department. 

7. Dust control shall be maintained in the pit and especially on NE 72nd Ave. at all times so that 
dust from the operation or truck traffic does not negatively affect nearby residences or traffic on 
County Road #135. 

8. Trucks shall not track material from the pit onto public roads. 
9. Hours of operation shall be between 6:00 AM and 7:00 PM. Monday thru Saturday. 
10. Trucks hauling material to and from this site shall not use 'Jake brakes." 
11. The four rows of evergreens on the western edge of the property shall be maintained. If any 

additional trees die, they shall be replaced. Trees may be moved from the north end as long as 
screening is maintained between the neighboring residence and the mining or processing. 

12. A berm shall be constructed along the southern portion of any excavation to control erosion 
before it reaches the wetland. The berm shall not be located in the wetland and shall be seeded 
down to prevent it from eroding. 

13. A 30-foot unexcavated buffer shall remain adjacent to all property lines. Any erosion to 
neighboring prope1iies as a result of this mine shall be corrected by the applicant. 

14. The applicant shall follow their submitted reclamation plan. Final reclamation shall include 
grading slopes to a 4:1 slope or flatter, replacing topsoil, and vegetating exposed areas not used 
for cropland or reclaimed to open water. 

15. Storage piles of recyclable aggregate materials shall not exceed 30,000 cubic yards. These piles 
shall not remain onsite more than 5 years unless crushed. 
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16. This permit remains valid during times when the owner/operator is current on all tax obligations 
including but not limited to aggregate taxes. In addition, if notified by the Auditor of a 
delinquency, the owner/operator is required to either pay the tax or file an appropriate challenge 
within 30 days or else the permit is null and void. 

17. Applicant is responsible to obtain and follow all other federal, state, and local permits and 
regulations including but not limited to NPDES permits, DNR Water Appropriation Permits, 
and Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act regulations. 

18. A copy of the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) shall be submitted to the county 
for reference and monitoring of the site activities. 

19. Applicant is responsible to initiate renewal proceeding on or before June 1, 2024 2027 or this 
permit becomes invalid. 

20. Trucks shall be prohibited from stacking or stopping on County Road 135 while waiting to enter 
NE 72nd Ave. 

21. A limit of two turnouts shall be installed on the township road in spots recommended by 
Havana Township. 

22. The permittee shall furnish bond, escrow, or other financial surety as approved by the 
county, for potential site restoration. The bond or other financial surety shall be in an           
amount of $5,000 per acre for 5.25 3.5 acres for a total amount of $26,250 $17,500 and remain 
in place for 3 years from the date this permit is issued or until the total site is reclaimed and the 
reclamation is approved by Steele County. 

 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Adjournment: 
 
Motion by Dinse, second by Pool to adjourn at 7:25pm.   
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